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I grew up witnessing a legacy created to elevate human 
lives and along with our late Chairman, I got an 
opportunity to nurture the purpose, led by his vision 

and leadership. 

He left us with a greater responsibility of taking Escorts 
to new heights and live up to his dream of establishing 
a benchmark organization, a company of repute 
and excellence. With your continued support and 
commitment, I humbly accept the responsibility to lead 
this exceptional set-up and feel extremely confident that 
collectively we will continue to live up to the legacy. We 
will together, not only create a prosperous nation, but will 
earn global thought leadership.

We have a 70-year-old past which has strengthened 
the nation across core sectors. I urge all of you to join 
my commitment of making this organization a partner 
in national progress, rural elevation and contributing 
to strong infrastructure with inherent technology and 
engineering of Escorts. With the recently-concluded 
Esclusive 2018, we have created a platform where the 
world collaborated with us with unique technologies 
to produce enough food required to feed India and the 
world. With the guidance of our highly-respected board, 
technology partners, strong distribution network, and a 
winner mindset, we are all set to make Escorts a globally-
aspired brand.

Our employees, dealers, channel partners and vendors 
are all drivers of growth at Escorts – a company that 
has been driven by values, ethics and credibility. We 
collectively need to continue being the custodian of our 
value system, principles and the ethos of our existence. 

I need your commitment to walk with me in this journey, 
introspect and take the vision forward. I look forward to 
the entire Escorts team and our partners to help shape 
new dreams and start new technology movements for 
community development and strengthen the nation 
across fundamental sectors with our engineering, 
integrity and values.

Let’s do it together.

Nikhil Nanda
Chairman & Managing Director
 

Let’s Do It 
Together!

MANAGEMENT MESSAGE World of Escorts 
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COVER STORY

At Esclusive 2018, Escorts announced its unique Automated 
Farming Solutions with the launch of India’s first Automated 
Concept Tractor that brings the power of next generation 
digital vehicle technologies aimed at precision-based farming.

A Platform 
for Aggregating 

Innovation & 
Technology
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Escorts has been the harbinger of solutions that have the 
power of transforming agriculture and infrastructure; the 
power to foster superior customer experience and drive 

incredible value for our stakeholders. After the huge success 
of Esclusive 2017, the trust bestowed by our customers and 
stakeholders has motivated us to challenge ourselves and 
work harder for solutions to problems that have been ailing 
our customers for years. 

Hence, Esclusive 2018 was no more just a platform for 
Escorts to offer new technology, products and solutions 
conceptualized and developed during the year. It set the stage 
for India to offer its best to the world – autonomous farming 
technologies and digital infrastructure of the future.

The Showcase

At Esclusive 2017, Escorts became the first company in the  
world to launch the concept of an Electric Tractor. We also 
became the first company to simultaneously launch tractors with 
three different kinds of transmissions – mechanical, hydrostatic 
and electric.

And at Esclusive 2018, Escorts announced its unique Automated 
Farming Solutions with the launch of India’s first Automated 
Concept Tractor that brings the power of next generation 
digital vehicle technologies aimed at precision-based farming. 
The products we intend to introduce in the future will not only 
redefine the word ‘farm mechanization’, but will also give our 

World of Escorts 
September 2018
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farmers the tools to transform their yield, and lives, at large. By 
aggregating precision technology, IoT (Internet of Things) and 
machine learning, these products will help qualify farm input and 
empower farmers with all possible intelligence to regulate their 
output, thereby saving more and earning more. Not just that, 
with the help of autonomous technology, sensor intelligence and 
real-time tractor monitoring, we will make our machines ‘interact’ 
with farms and predict their health for better yield control and 
optimization.

With the help of autonomous technology, sensor 
intelligence and real-time tractor monitoring, we will make 
our machines ‘interact’ with farms and predict their health 
for better yield control and optimization.

To be able to 
deliver this, Escorts 
collaborated with 
seven technology 
giants namely Microsoft, 
Reliance Jio, Trimble, 
Samvardhana Motherson 
Group, WABCO, BOSCH and AVL. 
The partnerships and relationships 
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will enable development of a range of farm machines with 
electric transmissions, autonomous applications, remote vehicle 
management, data-based soil and crop management, and sensor 
based guided farm applications.  

Inline, Escorts has collaborated 
with AVL for electric transmission 

technology; with Trimble for 
sensors, controls, water level 

management system and 
automated e-steering; with 

Samvardhana Motherson 
Group for Smart 

Interface Cabins & Care 
plus a two-way voice 
interface for real time 

service; with WABCO 
for Vehicle Controls & 

Automation Technology; 
with Microsoft for its Cloud 

& AI technology enabling 
precision agriculture capabilities 

to help farmers make informed 
decisions and get more from their 

farms; and BOSCH for future emission-readiness. 

But, let us not forget, our customers don’t just need great 
machines; they need great service too. With the help of our 
partners, we are not just introducing high-tech machines; we 
are also ensuring that our customers experience superior levels 
of care and attention during the entire lifecycle of our product. 
Through our unique “Care” concept, we are redefining customer 
service and bringing unrivalled comfort into the lives of our 
customers. Not just that, our partnership with Reliance Jio will 
help us leverage the power of digital technology to bring last mile 
connect with our spare parts – thereby ensuring our machine 
down-time is reduced and longevity is improved. 

Esclusive is our annual innovation platform which showcases unique innovations and 
disruptions in agriculture, construction and railways segments in collaboration with global 
technology players. Last year we launched world’s first electric compact tractor concept 
and this year we have pioneered an autonomous farming solution platform in association 
with seven strategic technology tie-ups which will transform agricultural practices for 
better returns to farmers. This event portrays Escorts' commitment to continue to develop 
and launch technologies for national development and community elevation. Escorts 
is proud to have collaborated with Microsoft, Reliance Jio, Samvardhana Motherson 
Group, Bosch, Trimble, AVL, Tadano & WABCO to co-create technologies for autonomous 
agriculture and smart infrastructure.

Mr. Nikhil Nanda 
Chairman & Managing Director, Escorts Limited

LEADER 
SPEAK

World of Escorts 
September 2018
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It gives us great pleasure to announce this 
strategic technology partnership between 
Microsoft and Escorts Group. This collaboration 
will help transform India’s agriculture sector 
through the power of the Microsoft Cloud, IoT 
and AI technologies. Together, we are developing 
a Smart Farming Platform to enable precision 
agriculture. This partnership, which brings the 
farming expertize of Escorts and Microsoft’s 
cutting-edge technology together, will create 
game changing possibilities for the nation’s food 
supply, and the livelihoods of our farmers and 
their families.

Mr. Meetul Patel
COO, Microsoft India 

As an agri-focused company, Escorts has a well-rounded 
perspective of the agricultural ecosystem in India. We are 
therefore equally sensitive about the mechanization needs of 
the massive agri population that doesn’t even own a tractor. 
In line with this requirement, Escorts Crop Solutions offers a 
bouquet of services, available on a contract and rental-based 
farming model. Catering to specialized requirements of paddy 
farming, Crop Solutions is the ‘one-stop-shop’ for any farmer 
with limited resources.

In yet another innovative proposition, we have introduced TRAXI 
– Escorts’ very own tractor-taxi service. TRAXI is the platform that 
brings together tractor owners and farmers using an app-based 

service model. This platform will not only enable farmers to 
eradicate drudgery and reap the benefits of mechanization, but 
will also create additional wealth for tractor owners – a clear win-
win for the agricultural economy. 

Escorts also took the opportunity of using Esclusive 2018 as the 
platform to show our ‘smart implements’ to the world. Under our 
business of SHIP (Sprayers, Harvesters, Implements and Planters), 
we are introducing several implements that have been developed 
in partnership with various leaders in this segment. Our smart 
implements not only address the growing problem of emissions, 
but also ensure that our customers have access to high-end 
machines that make their daily tasks easier and faster. 

We have been associated with 
Escorts since the 1980s. Presently, we 
are happy to collaborate with them for 
their new offering – the 25HP electric 
tractor. With AVL’s large portfolio 
in electrification, we are confident 
we will come out with a world-class 
product for the Indian as well as 
international market. We are proud to 
be with Escorts on this momentous 
occasion and will continue to support 
and work with them in the future.

Mr. Shashi Singh
Managing Director, AVL India
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We are very proud to partner with Escorts 
in the prestigious autonomous tractor 
project. We are introducing a breakthrough 
automation concept integrating major 
vehicle functionalities, including automated 
manual transmission for the first time 
for agricultural tractors, active steering 
controls and automated braking. Such 
innovations will aid Escorts in transforming 
farm mechanization in India. We wish the 
team great success in this pioneering effort 
and look forward to a long and continued 
relationship with them.

Mr. P. Kaniappan
President & Managing Director, Wabco India

Trimble’s relationship with the Indian farmer 
is not new; but what is new is our incredible 
relationship with Escorts Group. We have 
a shared vision for helping improve farm 
productivity and income for Indian farmers 
through the use of precision agriculture. We will 
be working side-by-side with the team from 
Escorts in order to bring the right technology 
and right products, taking into consideration 
the lifestyle, technology needs and investment-
ability of Indian farmers. We look forward to 
working in this partnership and are excited 
about the changes we can make in India.

Mr. Abe Hughes
General Manager – Trimble Agriculture

Apart from Escorts Agri Machinery, our construction business also 
showcased their technology collaboration with Tadano Group 
(from Japan) for high-end cranes under a newly-announced Joint 
Venture. And, our railway equipment business also launched 
high-end locomotives brake electronic solutions, becoming the 
first Indian company to do so. 
 
At Escorts, it has always been our earnest effort to cater to various 
stakeholders in the agriculture ecosystem through our array of 
offerings. Through platforms like ESCLUSIVE, we hope to create 
avenues that bring Indian youth back to farming and develop 
‘agri-preneurs’ who drive the Indian economy to prosperity.   n

World of Escorts 
September 2018
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Escorts enters into JV with Japan’s Tadano Group for  
Higher Capacity Mobile Cranes

Railways division participates in IRCE Chennai

Escorts Limited recently announced its joint venture with 
Tadano Group, Japan’s biggest and world’s leading mobile 
crane manufacturer, to manufacture rough terrain cranes 

and truck-mounted cranes. The joint venture will strengthen 
Escorts technology leadership and market presence in the 
material handling equipment space.
 
The JV will leverage the cost-effective frugal Indian engineering 
excellence of Escorts and world-leading Japanese technology 
from Tadano to cater to an expanding market for heavier capacity 
and efficient Truck & RT Cranes and sophisticated truck mounted 
and rough terrain cranes in the 20 to 80 tonnage category.  

Escorts Railway Equipment Division (RED) participated in the 
Indian Rail Coach Expo (IRCE), one of India’s premier railway 
exhibitions, and organized by Integral Coach Factory (ICF) 

and the Confederation of Indian Industry (CII).
 
Talking about the railways scenario in the country, Mr. Dipankar 
Ghosh, Chief Executive – Escorts Railway Equipment Division, 
said, “With the government focus on safer railway operations 
and the huge investments planned, a big paradigm shift for 
technology is on the anvil. We see a huge potential in the 
Indian Railways’ modernization drive for railway component 
manufacturers like us. Our endeavor to make the best in India and 
offer India’s best to the world has also helped us identify potential 
markets in South-East Asian countries like Malaysia, Indonesia, 
Vietnam, Sri Lanka, and some African countries.”
 

The 51:49 joint venture between Tadano and Escorts respectively 
will enable both partners to optimize their current and future 
capabilities in the segment globally. The JV will aim to take 
leading position in the high tonnage crane segment in medium 
to long term.
 
Speaking on the occasion, Mr. Nikhil Nanda, Chairman and 
Managing Director, Escorts Ltd., said, "Escorts’ vision has always 
been to bring the world’s best to India and take India’s best to 
the world. The new joint venture with Tadano Group is a step 
towards catering to market demand for smarter, safer and bigger 
mechanized infrastructure solutions in the higher tonnage 
category. We are confident that the joint venture will enable 
us to tap the opportunity market segments and reinforce our 
leadership in construction equipment space."
 
Mr. Koichi Tadano, President and CEO, Tadano Ltd., Japan, said, 
"We are pleased to announce our partnership with Escorts Group. 
Escorts has a strong technology legacy and diversified portfolio in 
construction equipment market and Tadano has a proven global 
technology, and together we will cater to India and other growing 
economies which require safe, efficient and quality products and 
smarter construction technology."
 
Production by the joint venture is expected to commence 
at Faridabad in the third quarter of this financial year itself. 
The product offering will find a ready market with big 
construction companies servicing oil refineries, metro rail 
projects, smart city construction, solar power projects and  
the likes.  n

During the exhibition, the RED stall was visited by Mr. Sudhanshu 
Mani, General Manager of Integral Coach Factory, along with 
other respected members of the Railway fraternity.  n

NEWS & EVENTS
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Service Van Inaugurated in Bangladesh

Launch of Spare Parts Van in Sri Lanka

Tractor Mega Delivery & Service Van Inauguration in Sudan

Escorts Agri Machinery’s Bangladesh distributor recently launched a mobile service van in Rangpur to drive better serviceability for 
customers in the region. Launched in the presence of local dealers, this is a first-of-its-kind facility for tractor users in Bangladesh. 
With this service van, the International Business team aims to address customers’ concerns more promptly, fostering loyalty and 

trust in return.  n

Our distributor in Sri Lanka, M/S Agro Consolidated Pvt. Ltd. launched a Spare Parts Van in the region. This van will be on-the-go-shop 
to cater to spare parts needs for Powertrac range of tractors.  n

Escorts Agri Machinery has been 
working hard towards making 
Africa a self-sufficient and food-

reliant continent. In line with this 
mission, our distributor from Sudan, 
M/S Danfodio Commercial conducted 
a mega event to deliver 50 tractors in 
a ceremony which was attended by 
customers, heads of nearby villages, 
bank officials, and other dignitaries from 
the area.

During this event, we launched our 
mobile service van for the convenience 
of our customers in the region. These 
vans offer door-to-door service of 
tractors to customers and are loaded 
with all basic equipment/aggregates 
required to service and repair our 
tractors on-the-go.  n

NEWS & EVENTS (INTERNATIONAL)
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Farmtrac felicitated in Syria

On the occasion of the National Day of India, the Indian 
Embassy held an event in Damascus, which was followed 
by a dinner hosted by our distributor M/S Al-Sharif in 

Lattakia in honor of the Indian Ambassador in Syria. The Governor 
and the Chairman of the ruling party in Lattakia also graced the 
occasion. Our distributor was appreciated and recognized for his 
contribution towards the agri sector despite the tough conditions 
in Syria.  n

Tractors showcased at 
International Agri Exhibitions

This year we participated in one of the biggest exhibitions 
in the world – Agro Activa. Held in Armstrong, Santa Fe, 
Argentina, the event witnessed participation of more 

than 2,00,000 people over a period of four days.

The team also showcased our tractors at the International 
Fair of Agricultural Technology in Brno City of Czech Republic. 
Our international dealer from Czech Republic & Slovenia 
participated in the event on our behalf, and displayed tractors 
from our 30 HP - 120 HP range in this show.  n

Agent Meet at Myanmar

Our international partner, Yangon Tractors, conducted an agent 
meet in Myanmar, which was attended by all our dealers in 
the country and adjoining regions. The objective of the meet 

was to announce our new financing schemes as well as introduce our 
new offerings to customers.  During the meet, our dealers delivered 
11 tractors and used the platform to recognize our loyal customers in 
Myanmar. Not just that, the event also saw our top three sales agents 
being rewarded for their outstanding performance.  n

NEWS & EVENTS (INTERNATIONAL)
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NETS Series launched at Global Locations

The International Business team of Escorts Agri Machinery 
recently launched the NETS Series across several global 
locations, including Brazil, Serbia, South Africa and Mexico. 

In Brazil, our distributor, FMB launched the tractors at one of the 
biggest agri shows – Expobel 2018. During this exhibition, our 
compact range of tractors was at display for Brazilians. Other 
models which were present during the event were Farmtrac 9120 
(Europeline), Farmtrac 6090 X-Pro, Farmtrac 6090 Pro, Farmtrac 
6075 & 6060 Heritage Series with 8+2 transmission.

In Serbia, we participated in the NOVISAD Show to introduce 
our range of products to the Serbian and adjoining regions. The 
entire range starting from 26 HP till 120 HP was at display at the 
show. We had products both from India and the FTES line.

Our distributor Vukani Agri in South Africa participated in the 
NAMPO Show, which was used as a launch pad to introduce our 
Compact Range from the NETS Series in this market. NAMPO is 
one of the biggest shows in this region and witnesses a huge 
footfall of visitors from across the African continent.

Our compact range of tractors was also showcased in the 
Culiacan City of Mexico during one of the biggest agri shows 
of this region. We displayed our entire range from 26–90 HP at 
the exhibition.  n

World of Escorts 
September 2018NEWS & EVENTS (INTERNATIONAL)
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CII Conclave: India-Africa 
Partnership Cooperation Session

India-South Africa Business Summit 

The CII-EXIM Bank Conclave on India-Africa Project 
Partnership is an initiative held in India every year. This 
is an initiative of the Confederation of Indian Industry in 

partnership with EXIM Bank of India, with the support of the 
Ministry of External Affairs and the Ministry of Commerce & 
Industry, Government of India. The conclave has not only set the 
ground for many new cross-border partnerships to take roots, but 
also conducted a critical evaluation of the existing collaborative 
arrangements on the basis of which a new roadmap for future 
India-Africa partnerships would be designed.

Escorts Agri Machinery participated in the event and was also 
represented in the panel discussion by Mr. Rajiv Wahi, Head – 
International Business. Thirty-five ambassadors from the African 

continent were part of this forum, out of which few have shown 
interest in cooperating with Escorts for agri projects in their 
countries.  n

NEWS & EVENTS (INTERNATIONAL)
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Between all three 
business divisions,  
 we have our hands full. 
You fill your hands with 
what you can embrace. 
 I like excellence and 
quality. I’d like to say 
that we’ve not only made 
money, we’ve earned 
respect as a company. 
Wherever we go, we get 
respect, because we’ve 
given the company all  
the wellbeing it has.

“

“

Mr. Rajan Nanda
October 15, 1942 – August 5, 2018



w e, at Escorts, are committed to 
strengthen the vision and ideals  
of our late Chairman and  
Managing Director, Mr. Rajan  
Nanda, who has left behind a

stellar trail of corporate excellence. He  
touched the lives of millions of people as  
an industrialist, nationalist and a  
committed philanthropist.

Mr. HP Nanda founded the Escorts Group,  
after migrating from Lahore to New Delhi  
during Partition. As the pioneer of farm  
mechanization in India, Mr. HP Nanda  
dedicated his entire life to the wellbeing  
and prosperity of farmers. Mr. Rajan Nanda 
joined Escorts in 1965 at the age of 23. He 
helped steer Escorts through many  
upheavals, in step with India’s gradual  
progress towards a globally integrated and  
a liberalized economy.   
 
Taking over the mantle of Chairmanship in  
1994, Mr. Nanda was instrumental in  
chartering the growth of Escorts as a  
leading agricultural and infrastructure  
solutions company with world-class 
manufacturing excellence. 

Like his illustrious father, Mr. Rajan Nanda 
believed in empowering India with the  
latest in innovation and ingenuity to help 
eradicate human drudgery through  
technology-driven agriculture and  
infrastructure. Under his leadership, Escorts 
has successfully navigated unprecedented 
challenges and grown consistently in 
capabilities, influence, technological  
advances and response to customer 
requirements. He always believed in  
making Escorts customer’s best companion  
for respective products and solutions.

Mr. Rajan Nanda was also a very active 
member of several apex industry bodies 
and played a critical role in various policy 
frameworks and trade relations with  
multiple countries. His opinion and 
recommendations across agriculture and 
infrastructure were highly valued across 
segments and gained respect across  
sections of the industry.

Mr. Rajan Nanda also helped shape a  
culture that encourages and supports 
superlative performance, teamwork, 
knowledge- sharing, and leadership. He  
was the principal architect in setting up the 
state-of-the-art R&D facility for Escorts at 
Faridabad, which today serves as the  
bedrock for innovation and new product 
development for global exports. Known as  
the Knowledge Management Centre, the 
facility is supported by hundreds of  
engineers who are engaged in creating 
innovative technology solutions for the 
discerning needs of customers.

The grand arc of his vision extended far 
beyond business priorities. He firmly  
believed that businesses must play a  
pivotal role in social engineering and  
 uplift. This conviction encouraged him  
 to proactively pursue the cause of  
education, healthcare and other  
community initiatives.

Although he is no longer among us,  
 his legacy lives on. Every member of  
 the Escorts family will continue to be  
guided and inspired by Mr. Rajan Nanda’s 
sound philosophy of corporate  
governance, acumen and value-driven 
management practices.
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